The Birth of the World Saviour 


By M...G...H.:. Frater Perseverantia 


The World Saviour is the Mystical Christ, not to be confused with the 
Historical Jesus. According to the account given in the Gospels, Jesus must 
have been born early in October, when the sun was passing through Libra. 


Yet, The Church was careful to link the Festival of Christmas with the 
Winter Solstice. The Church inherits an esoteric doctrine milleniums older 
than the present ecclesiastical organization. According to this Ageless 
Wisdom, the birth of the World Saviour must always occur when the sun 
begins his Northward journey in the heavens. 


Because everything in the universe is related to everything else, the 
astronomical phenomena of the Winter Solstice are types of functions in 
man, who is a microcosm, or universe in miniature. 


Here is a clue to the practical meaning of the old tradition behind the 
Festival of Christmas. Every man is himself a whole zodiac. Thus the 
Saviour of the microcosm must also be born at the Winter Solstice. 


The World Saviour is born in human personality in that part of the personal 
make-up which is ruled by the sign Capricorn. It is through the activity of 
forces connected with this sign that we feel the first stirrings of the 
Liberating Power, the Royal Principle of Freedom - Christ, the Anointed 
One. 


Thus we find that, in Hindu astrology, the sign Capricorn is said to be the 
“Vanhan of Vishnu” -- that is the vehicle of the principle of preservation 
personified as Vishnu. It is Vishnu who manifests as Krishua and from 
Krishua came the “Bhagavad-Gita,” proclaiming the same liberating truths 
that are attributed to Christ in the New Testament. Thus Hinduism, like the 
Christian Church, testifies that, what is cosmically and microcosmically 
represented by Capricorn, is the vehicle of liberation or salvation. 


The Sanskrit name for Capricorn is “Makara,” usually translated 
“crocodile.” T. Subba Row says “Makara” really means “five-sided,” so that 
it refers to the pentagon or figure of five sides and to the pentagram or five- 
pointed star. 


Our readers know the pentagram as a symbol of man’s dominion over the 
elements and elementals. Some of our affiliates have gained no little skill in 
the ceremonial use of this symbol. They know, therefore, why Eliphas Levi 
says that the pentagram represents the mysterious “athanor,” the unique 
chemical instrument possessed by all men, whereby the Great Work is 
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accomplished. Even beginners, unfamiliar with the practices to which I 
have alluded, can see that a pentagram resembles the body of a man whose 
head, hands and feet correspond to the five points of the star. The key to all 
practical use of the pentagram, however, is to be found in the 
correspondence of this figure to the number 5, connected in Western 
Occultism with Mars, the planet whose force is exalted in Capricorn. 


When an astrologer says “exalted” an alchemist understands “sublimed.” In 
the use of astrological laws and forces to effect physical and mental changes 
in human personality, a practical alchemist lifts up (sublimes) the Mars 
force in Capricorn. 


Mars rules Aries by day and Scorpio by night. “Day” indicates the openly 
manifested action of a planetary force. “Night” refers to hidden action 
concealed by some veil or appearance. The open manifestations of Mars in 
the field of human self-consciousness are through functions governed by 
Aries, ruler of man’s head and brain. The occult manifestations of the Mars 
energy have to do with functions under the rulership of Scorpio which 
governs the reproductive organs. 


The word “Capricorn” is from the Latin for “goat.” All over the world 
“goatishness” means “lust” and refers to the wanton caprice characteristic 
of persons who have not mastered the subconscious expression of the Mars 
force working through Scorpio. 


Thus Capricorn, the sea-goat, or “Makara,” the “crocodile,” is directly in 
relation to the strongest urge in our subconsciousness. Analytical 
psychology calls this driving power “libido.” 


The greater number of analytical psychologists think of libido as being 
inimical to human welfare. Jung, however, declares it to be instinctive 
energy, the general force that is sometimes called the will-to-live. His pupil, 
Geraldine Coster, writes in Psycho-Analysis for Normal People: “When we 
so define libido, we ought to realize that we are speaking of what Christians 
would call “The Holy Spirit.” 


This is precisely what is meant by the Mars force in Capricorn. Capricorn is 
the sign of the World Savior’s birth because that in us which liberates from 
every kind of bondage and gives the dominion symbolized by the pentagram 
is actually the libido. 


Eliphas Levi makes this clear when he declares The Great Magical Agent to 
be what man “modifies and apparently multiplies in the reproduction of his 
species.” 


Freemasonry gives the same instruction. Every Mason is taught that his 
primary object is to learn to subdue his passions. Every Mason receives an 
apron made of white lambskin; an emblem of the sign Aries, indicating the 
sublimation of the Mars force at work in Scorpio into the higher use of that 
same force in the brain. Every Mason is given the symbol of the compasses 
to show the means whereby the Mars force, or the instinctive energy of the 
passional nature, is brought under the control of intelligence. 


Compasses are used to describe circles. By means of them one 
circumscribes a given area. Circumscription is a form of limitation, and 
limitation is the quality of Saturn, ruler of Capricorn. We subdue the 
instinctive energy by marking out an area “within which it may manifest 
without injury to ourselves or others.” 


In the alchemical process this is accomplished by practices which provide 
outlet for the Mars force by means of the action of certain brain centers. 
These centers constitute the Adytum, the “Sanctum Sanctorum,” or Holy of 
Holies, in the temple of man. 


From the Masonic legend we learn that the secret word of “Master Mason” 
could not be given to the builders, who so rashly demanded it, because the 
“Sanctum Sanctorum” had not been completed. Not until brain centers, 
under the dominion of Aries, have been perfected by the sublimation of the 
Mars force may we hear the Word. 


The Great Magical Agent and the First Matter of alchemy are one and the 
same. Thus we understand why one alchemical treatise says the First 
Matter is “set up for the ruin of many and the salvation of a few.” 


This force is symbolized by the Tarot Key corresponding to Capricorn, Key 
15, “The Devil.” W.E. White says: “In the eighteenth century this card 
seems to have been rather a symbol of merely animal impudicity.” He is 
correct, but it ought to be remembered that the immodesty of animals has 
no evil in it. The sense of shame grows out of man’s misuse of the Great 
Magical Agent, and that misuse is due to ignorance. 


When right knowledge conquers that ignorance, and right practice follows 
right knowledge, all noxious elements in the instinctive energy are purged 
away. With them goes false modesty, to be supplanted by conscious 
innocence, symbolized by the white apron which is the badge of a Mason. 


We who are on The Way of Return are working to become what the Bible 
represents as the State of Adam and live in the Garden of Eden, before the 
Fall. Yet there is a difference. Adam and Eve, before the Fall, are types of 
“unconscious” innocence and it is inevitable that such innocence must 
suffer because it is ignorant innocence. Conscious innocence cannot be 


tempted. It knows and understands the Great Magical Agent and cannot be 
deceived by it. 


In Hebrew Wisdom, Capricorn is associated with Issachar, of whom it is 
written: “Issachar is a strong ass, couching between two sheepfolds. And 
he saw that rest was good, and the earth pleasant; and bowed his shoulder 
to bear, and became a servant unto tribute.” (Genesis 49:14.) 


“Issachar” means “He brings reward.” This agrees with astrological 
doctrine concerning the tenth sign, Capricorn, and its relation to the tenth 
house of the horoscope which has to do with fame, the reward of successful 
work. 


Issachar is also connected with the element assigned to Capricorn, and with 
the quality of inertia characteristic of that element and of the planet Saturn. 
“And he saw that ‘rest’ was good, and the ‘earth’ pleasant.” 


Finally, we read that Issachar became a servant. Compare this with the 
words of Jesus: “And whoever among you may desire to become chief, shall 
be the slave of all.” (Mark 11:44.) 


Here is the secret of liberation. Nistzche misunderstood it and decried the 
slavishness of Christianity. So far as much that passes for Christianity is 
concerned, he was right. But the Wisdom, veiled by the exoteric doctrines 
of the Church, is a system of magical liberation from the bondage of 
ignorant weakness. 


This liberation is effected by making forces which ordinarily serve only their 
own ends become, instead, servants of “all.” What is noxious and evil, when 
it works only through lower channels of expression, becomes the agency of 
dominion over the elements when its power is applied to higher levels also. 


Yet the liberating power is born, or has its “primary” manifestation, in what 
Tarot symbolizes by Key 15, “The Devil.” Here our older students will recall 
that, in Qabalah, “Nachash,” the Tempter, and “Messiah,” the Redeemer, 
are held to be two aspects of a single Reality. Thus it is written: “The devil 
is God, as He is misunderstood by the wicked.” 


This is the most important lesson of the Winter Solstice. A lesson most are 
slow to learn, glib, as so many are, in repeating the words. Thus it will not 
be amiss to close this message by restating the old doctrine: 


“Whatever appears to any person to be evil, to be inimical to his 
welfare, or even to what is considered to be the general welfare, is 
actually precisely the raw material for that person to work upon in 
order to achieve liberation.” 


This applies to every situation and circumstance of human life. It makes no 
difference what the appearance may be. We may encounter it in matters of 
ethics, of diet, of politics, of personal relationships. Where it appears and 
how it appears does not matter. 


What does matter is that wherever and whenever a human being sees an 
act or a person or a circumstance which appears to be evil, that human 
being sees with the eye of ignorance, not with the pure vision of true 
Wisdom. It has been written that “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.” It 
may be said with equal truth that “evil is in the eye of him who sees evil.” 


The Masters of Wisdom see the good veiled by appearances of wickedness, 
misery and disease, and their clear vision works the miracles that bring the 
good into active manifestation. What they do instantaneously we may 
accomplish no less certainly, if not so quickly, by learning first of all to 
confront bravely whatever seems to us to wear the face of the devil, until, 
through “insight,” we perceive the God hidden behind the demon’s mask. 


